Down by 23 points, Cavs rally to beat Knicks, 104-101 | Sports 
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Today’s weather 
Skies begin 
‘i 
= A to clear. 
K High: 47 
Low: 33 


Wednesday: Cloudy, 48 | 37 
Thursday: Chilly, 43 | 30 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


Court revives 

blind voters suit 

A federal appeals court revives 
a lawsuit filed by a national 
advocacy group for the visu- 
ally impaired against Ohio 
Secretary of State Jon Husted 
that says the state’s voting reg- 
ulations violate the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. A3 


Fatality ruling: The former 
RTA bus driver who fatally 
struck a woman crossing the 
street in Public Square last 
December was placed on pro- 
bation for a year and ordered 
to do community service. A3 


NationgWorld 


Paris remembers 
2015 terror attacks 


France pays a quiet remem- 
brance to the victims of the 
terrorist attacks in and around 
Paris two years ago that left 
130 dead and more than 600 
wounded. A4 


Travel ban: A federal appeals 
court partially revives Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s ban on 
travel from six Muslim-major- 
ity countries, allowing it to go 
into effect against people with- 
out a “bona fide” connection in 
the United States. A4 


Ohio lags on well-paying 
blue-collar jobs 

Ohio is not among the states 
that have added well-paying, 
blue-collar jobs for people 
without a bachelor’s degree, a 
new report says. AG 


Forum 


When yard rage 

rears its ugly head 

Opinion: When Sen.Rand Paul 
was tackled by a neighbor 
while riding his lawn mower, 
the initial assumption was 
that it was about politics. Not 
necessarily. More likely, it was 
about yard waste. A9 


Sports 


Browns linebacker 
lost for the season 


Browns linebacker Jamie Col- 
lins suffered a torn MCL in his 
right knee during Sunday’s 
38-24 loss to the Lions. He is 
done for the season. B1 

Antonetti honored: Chris An- 
tonetti, president of baseball 
operations for the Indians, has 
been named Sporting News 
MLB Executive of the Year. B1 


Diversions 


Show tells true story 
of Smarts abduction 


It was 15 years ago that Eliza- 
beth Smart was abducted from 
her Utah home. Now, she par- 
ticipates in telling her story. P1 


cleveland.com 


Howto get tickets 
to Taylor Swift concert 


Taylor Swift is com- 
ing to Cleveland. She 
will play FirstEnergy 
Stadium on July 
17. Tickets will go on sale to 
the public on Dec. 13. But 
there’s a catch. Learn more at 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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In Hurricane Maria’s wake 


Wave of migrants hits North Coast 


Fleeing storm-ravaged Puerto Rico, scores relocate here 


MICHAEL SANGIACOMO 
msangiacomo@plaind.com 


Northeast Ohio schools 
and Hispanic support 
groups are struggling to 
handle the influx of people 
fleeing Puerto Rico since 
Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island on Sept. 20. The 
groups are overtaxed and 


Ohio's tax 
amnesty 
cuts you 

a break 


If delinquencies 
paid, no penalties 


TERESA DIXON MURRAY 
tmurray@plaind.com 


Consumers and busi- 
nesses have an opportu- 
nity to catch a break and 
save some money through 
a new tax amnesty pro- 
gram in Ohio. 

The program, which be- 
gins Jan. 1 and ends Feb. 
15, allows individuals and 
businesses with unre- 
ported or underreported 
income to come clean with 
tax liabilities. If consum- 
ers and businesses pay all 
of those delinquent taxes, 
they will owe no penalty 
charges and only half of 
the interest charges they 
would normally be as- 
sessed. 

The amnesty program 
was last offered in 2012. 

However, not all delin- 
quent taxes qualify for the 
amnesty program, Ohio 
Tax Commissioner Joe 
Testa said in an interview. 

If Ohio has already sent 
a bill to an individual or a 
business about unreported 
income or delinquent 
taxes, then those tax lia- 
bilities don’t qualify for 
the amnesty program. 

This program covers 
issues such as unfiled re- 
turns, unreported income 
or underreported income. 

“Things can happen,” 
Testa said. “People make 
mistakes.” 

Some of the mistakes 
can be honest ones, he 
said. Perhaps an individual 
forgets some 1099 income 
from a side job. 

Perhaps a business is a 
start-up without the best 
accounting and doesn’t 
fully understand tax obli- 
gations. 
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say a more coordinated ef- 
fort is needed. 

Cleveland City Council- 
man Brian Cummins said 
the area’s Hispanic orga- 
nizations, social clubs and 
churches have been an in- 
credible asset in helping 
people from the island get 
settled in Ohio. 

“We have to help these 


people, who are American 
citizens just like the rest of 
us,” he said. “We owe it to 
them to help, just like we 
did in Houston and Florida.” 

At the Cleveland City 
Council meeting Monday 
night, Councilman Matt 
Zone said the city needs 
a point person to act as a 
portal for people trying to 


get help with city services. 
He said he looks forward to 
hearing back from the ad- 
ministration. 

Since the hurricane, 
132 new students from the 
island have been enrolled 
in Cleveland schools. On 
Monday morning, a spokes- 
man said the lobby of the 
district’s welcoming center 


A fresh coat for winter 


LYNN ISCHAY | THE PLAIN DEALER 


ameron Manhard of Gabor Enterprises in Perry puts a 


coat of primer on one of the steeples at Painesville United 
ethodist Church on Monday. He will add a coat of paint 
today. Manhard, of Geneva, said that the 9 mph northeast winds 


made it feel a bit colder 60 feet up. The church on Painesville’s 


square, built in 1873, has been on the National Register of Historic 


Places since 1998. 


was filled with even more 
students waiting to get in. 

Jose Gonzalez, director of 
the Cleveland School Dis- 
trict’s Multilingual, Multi- 
cultural Welcoming Center, 
said he expects that num- 
ber to increase to about 200 
by the end of the year and 
many more next year as the 
airports in Puerto Rico get 
back to full operation. 
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Medicine 


In blood 
pressure, 


high set 


lower 


Guidelines change 
recasts condition 


LENNY BERNSTEIN AND 
ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA 
Washington Post 


The nation’s heart ex- 
perts tightened the guide- 
lines for high blood pres- 
sure Monday, a change that 
will sharply increase the 
number of U.S. adults con- 
sidered hypertensive in the 
hope that they, and their 
doctors, will address the 
deadly condition sooner. 

Acting for the first time 
in 14 years, the American 
Heart Association and the 
American College of Cardi- 
ology redefined high blood 
pressure as a reading of 
130 over 80, down from 
140 over 90. The change 
means that 46 percent of 
U.S. adults, many of them 
under the age of 45, now 
will be considered hyper- 
tensive. Under the previ- 
ous guideline, 32 percent 
of U.S. adults had high 
blood pressure. 

“Were recognizing that 
blood pressures that we in 
the past thought were nor- 
mal or so-called ‘pre-hy- 
pertensive’ actually placed 
the patient at significant 
risk for heart disease and 
death and disability,” said 
Robert M. Carey, co-chair- 
man of the group that 
produced the new report. 
“The risk hasn’t changed. 
What’s changed is our rec- 
ognition of the risk.” 

But the report’s authors 
predicted that relatively 
few of those who fall into 
the new hypertensive cate- 
gory will need medication. 
Rather, they hope, that 
many found with the early 
stages of the condition 
will be able to address it 
through lifestyle changes. 


sEE HEART | A8 


Deadly earthquake 


Quake kills 400-plus in Iran-Iraq border area 


NASSER KARIMI 
AND AMIR VAHDAT 
Associated Press 


TEHRAN, IRAN — Rescuers 
dug with their bare hands 
Monday through the debris 
of buildings brought down 
by a powerful earthquake 
that killed more than 400 
people in the once-contested 
mountainous border region 
between Iraq and Iran, with 
nearly all of the victims in an 
area rebuilt since the end of 
the ruinous 1980s war. 


Sunday night’s magni- 
tude 7.3 earthquake struck 
about 19 miles outside the 
eastern Iraqi city of Halabja, 
according to the most recent 
measurements from the U.S. 
Geological Survey. It hit at 
9:48 p.m. Iran time, just as 
people were going to bed. 

The worst damage ap- 
peared to be in the Kurdish 
town of Sarpol-e-Zahab in 
the western Iranian province 
of Kermanshah, which sits in 
the Zagros Mountains that 
divide Iran and Iraq. 


Residents fled into the 
streets as the quake struck, 
without time to grab their 
possessions, as apart- 
ment complexes collapsed 
into rubble. Outside walls 
of some complexes were 
sheared off by the quake, 
power and water lines were 
severed, and telephone ser- 
vice was disrupted. 

Residents dug frantically 
through wrecked buildings 
for survivors as they wailed. 
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POURIA PAKIZEH | ISNA VIA AP 
A rescue worker searches for survivors with his 
sniffing dog in Sarpol-e-Zahab, Iran, on Monday. 
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